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Surry County Board of Education Adopts New Calendar Start Date 

 

Dobson, NC ― The Surry County Board of Education recently amended the 2020-2021 school calendar 

to include a new start date for students, which will be August 17, 2020.  The calendar amendment is in 

response to state legislation, Senate Bill 704, which is part of the COVID-19 response plan.  Senate Bill 

704 defined year-round schools for one year only, the 2020-2021 school year.   

 

The Surry County Board of Education had previously adopted an Innovative Year-Round Calendar that 

included an August 5th start date for students.  The Innovative Year-Round Calendar aligned the Surry 

County Schools calendar with the Surry Community College calendar.  Fifty percent of Surry County 

School System juniors and seniors are taking college courses so alignment with the community college 

calendar is vitally important for dually-enrolled students.  

 

Surry County Schools operated under the Innovative Year-Round Calendar during the 2019-2020 school 

year and received overwhelming support from business, industry, students, parents, and teachers.  

Moreover, there was a 78.5% increase in internships from the 2018-2019 school year to the 2019-2020 

school year and a 9% increase in enrollment at Surry Community College through Career and College 

Promise. 

 

“COVID-19 has changed education in many ways.  The Surry County Board of Education has been 

responsive to the changing needs of students and staff throughout the pandemic.  While we believe the 

Innovative Year-Round Calendar is right for our students in Surry County, the Board of Education 

amended the 2020-2021 school calendar in accordance with legislation,” stated Superintendent, Dr. 

Travis L. Reeves.  “We will continue to work to meet the needs of our students.  Our district calendar 

committee is currently working on a calendar draft to present to the Board for approval at the July 6th  

Board of Education meeting.  Once approved, the calendar will be shared with all stakeholders.” 
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